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In December 2013, the Historical Society Board of Trustees real-
ized that they were faced with their single most challenging task
since the Society's founding in 2005. The remaining members of
the Old Lyme Grange had decided to retire their charter. They
were eager for the Society
to purchase the iconic circa
1895 Grange property nes-
tled in the heart of the Old
Lyme village. The Society
Board members thought
long and hard, and as they
say, “went for it.”

It was not an opportune
time to launch a Capital
Campaign, as most prospec-
tive donors had likely made
their charitable contribu-
tions for the year already, or
they were focused on holi-
day shopping and family
parties. The Society did not
have a professional fund
raiser to hold focus groups,
take people to lunch, or
compile big donor lists.
Nevertheless, the Society
forged ahead, set $225,000
as a goal with which to pur-
chase the building and
make necessary modifications to create an office, construct an
archive, provide handicap access, and turn the old lady into a
21st century model exhibition, lecture, and reception facility.

A committee made up of determined and resourceful volunteers
wrote a brochure, began writing letters, calling on people, and
broadcasting that we needed our friends and neighbors to dig

deep into their “slush funds”, piggy banks, and checkbooks to help
us. By golly, the checks began coming in. Some very generous
friends and colleagues loaned us some money to actually purchase
the property in February. By June we were able to pay those loans

back, and we have steadily
been raising money ever
since. With only about 15%
of our original goal remain-
ing, we are now confident
that the Board made the
right decision. This is a great
example of “the little engine
that could”, and our grati-
tude knows no bounds to all
contributors, from the $10,
$25, or $50 donors to those
who have been able to add
more zeros to those checks.

Now the Society has one last
mountain to climb to reach
the $225,000 goal. Lacking
sherpas, or mules, to help,
the Capital Campaign
Committee is approaching
additional friends and col-
leagues to help take us up
and over the top. We hope
that when you hear from
one of them, you will be

filled with the same kind of team spirit that has been infectious
with others, and respond as generously as you are able. As the line
from William Shakespeare’s play Twelfth Night quoted in the
brochure so ably puts it, 

“I can no other answer make but thanks, 
and thanks, and ever thanks.”

Help us go over the top!
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First row left to right:: Janet Littlefield, Dick Miller, Bob DiNapoli, Karen Winters, Susan Morrison,
Leslie Markowicz, Mark Lander, Carol Winters, Ellis Jewett, Michaelle Pearson, Arthur Beebe,
Kevin Cole, Roger Breunig, Kristin Magnussen. Second row left to right: Dyanne Rafal, Tim Griswold,
Alison Mitchell, Ned Farman. Back row left to right: Dolores Green, Martha Hansen, Jane Cable,
Jennifer Hillhouse, James Noyes. Not shown are Julia Griswold and Adela Wilmerding.  
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is to collect, preserve, and interpret 

the rich history 
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Capital Campaign Gift From Noted Artist
Noted local artist and former Board member Catherine Christiano recently
approached Tim Griswold, Chair of the Society’s Capital Campaign Committee,
to offer limited edition signed reproductions of her illustrations for Poverty Island,
as Capital Campaign gifts. Donors making a gift of $2500 may choose one of four
illustrations as shown. This offer is also available to current Campaign donors who
increase their giving level to at least the $2,500 level.

Catherine Christiano’s unlikely path to studio art began with a BE in engineering
and an MBA in finance. After some years of paid work, combined with part-time
study in drawing and painting at the National Academy of Design, School of Fine
Arts in New York City, she moved to Connecticut with her growing family, where
she was able to focus fully on her artwork, and take additional courses at the Lyme
Academy College of Fine Art. 

Catherine exhibits her work primarily in museums and galleries in the Northeast.
In Connecticut her work has been on exhibit at Fairfield University, New Britain
Museum of American Art and the Slater Memorial Museum. Locally, her work has
been seen at the Cooley Gallery, and Lyme Academy College of Fine Arts.
Currently, she has two back-to-back shows at the Essex Art Gallery. 

These fine reproductions are from Poverty Island, the very first book published by
the Historical Society. Written by Neri A. Clark, Poverty Island is a memoir of a
young man’s adventures and hard times during the Great Depression while living
on a 500-acre island off Griswold Point at the mouth of the Connecticut River. It
is now in its third printing.  This book set the standard for the Society’s future
publications. More information on the Society’s book program may be found on
the web site at oldlymehistoricalsociety.org

                                 



Capital Campaign Donors

3

Donald and Patricia Abraham
Shirley Adams
All Pro Automotive
Augusta Alsop
Bill and Judy Archer
Janet Bagg
Sheldon and Brenda Baker
William and Marsha Bansavage
Charles and Barbara Beal
Jim and Janet Bechtel
Tom and Judy Beers
Maxwell Belding
Heather Bennett
Rudolf Bergmans and Ann Lane
Rudolph and Mary Ann Besier
Big Y World Class Market
Anne Birch
Ann Bliss
Roy and Beth Bonjour
Louis and Joan Bonvicin
Jane and Benjamin Bourn
Bouvier Insurance Co.
Leila Bowman
Stanford and Wendy Brainerd
Sandra Bramhall
*Roger and Sandy Breunig
Mary Broughton
Francis and Irene Buckley
Jane Bugbee
*Jane and Peter Cable
Siesel and Katherine Canaday
James Carnell
Paul and Jeanne Carroll
Joanne Centola
Cerimon Fund
Steven Champion
Chelsea Groton Savings Bank
*Catherine and John Christiano
Kathy Clark
David and Shirley Clark
Jeanne Clark
Leroy Clark
Stephanie Clayton
Hyla Cohen
Bernard Cole
*Kevin and Joyce Cole
Scott Colley
Jeff and Betsy Cooley
Carolyn Cook
David and Theodora Cooksley
Robert Cooper and Majbritt Sinay
Eugenie Copp
Ted and Becky Crosby
David and Mary Dangremond
Charles Delinks

Heather and Richard Dillenbeck
Robert and Barbara Doyen
Bob and Nancy Dunn
Matthew G. Ely Family
Matthew Ely Memorial Gift
Jonathan Ely
Cora Ekwurtzel
Norman Emerson
Essex Savings Bank
John and Judith Faniola
Fred and Andrea Fenton
*John Flower
Susan Fogliano
Susan (Toodie) Foote
John and Alison Forbis
Karl and Maureen Friedmann
Gail Fuller
Paul and Sarah Gleason
Dorothy Globus
Henry Golet
Gary Gnazzo
Jim and Joanne Graybill
*Dolores Green
Ronald and Marla Green
Ralph Griffin
John Griswold
* Julia Griswold
Martin Griswold and Matt Griswold
(Judge’s Farm)
Peter and Joan Griswold
*Timothy Griswold
Richard and Luisa Grogan
Hunter and Hildegard Hannum
*Martha and Don Hansen
Frederick Harris
Roderic Hartung
Francois and Mary Haymann
*Joanne Hedwall
T. Hendrickson
Inge Hieret
*Jennifer Hillhouse
Margaret Hillhouse
Matthew Hillhouse
Jan Hine
Paul and Linda Holt
George and Gunilla James
Ian James
Mary Janvrin
*Ellis and Mary Ellen Jewett
Suzanne and Donald Joffray
David Johnston
Sandra and Steven Joncus
Elizabeth Karter
Connie Kastelowitz
James Keenan

Mr. and Mrs. J. David Kelsey
Margaret Kenny
Doris King
Raymond and Barbara Koski
Robert and Connie Knauff
Martin and Kinsley Kreiswirth
Ann Lander
Karl and Erin Lander
*Mark Lander
Christy Laurence
Laysville Hardware
William LaRoue
Kenneth and Joan Levin
Tedd Levy
*Janet S. Littlefield
Townsend and Jane Ludington
Julie and Van Lyman
*Kristin Magnussen
*Leslie Markowicz
Elizabeth Lea Marsh
Jane Marsh
Linda and Edward Marsh
Mark and Leslie Massa
Sidney Mattoon
Sue Mayne
Ana Mayor
Anne McCook
David and Arnette McCulloch
Marcia McLean and Peter LaSusa
Jeffrey Mehler and Mary Russell
Lee and Michele Mergy
Newt and Polly Merrill
Charles and Lorraine Miles
*Richard Miller
Beatrice Minson
*Alison Mitchell
Kate Mitchell
*Susan Morrison
Bob and Sally Myers
Chris and Michele Noyes
*James Noyes
Town of Old Lyme
Frank and Marilyn Ossmann
*Michaelle Pearson and Jim Lampos
Edward and Linda Pinn
David and Barbara Preston
*Dyanne and John Rafal
Sylvia Rasie
David Redfield
Reynolds Garage
Wendy Rieder
Merv Roberts
C. H. Robinson MD
Rockefeller Co. Inc
Robert and Patricia Roser

Lynda Rowan
Kathy and Jeff Rowe
Richard and Elizabeth Sagan
Shelby Schavoir
Robin Sedgwick
Phyllis Shepard-Tambini
Arthur and Sheree Sibley
Angela Smith
Gary D. Smith
Wayne and Ann Southwick
David and Virginia Speirs
Donna Speirs
Speirs Plumbing
Wilber and Christine Spencer
Gary Stearns
John Stratton
Nancy Strohla
Ralph and Janet Sturges
Suzanne Stutts
Charles and Jill Todd
Eve Todd
Helen Townsend
Sharon Tracy
Barbara Traskos
Cynthia Twining Memorial Gift
Edie Twining
Nell W. Twining
Michael Viveiros
Lowell Weicker
Bill & Marian Wenck
Robert and Patty Whitcomb
Rod and Judy White
Elizabeth Whitley
Marcia Williams
*Adela Wilmerding
Renee Wilson
*Carol Winters
*Karen Winters
David and Judith Winer

Daniel Woodhead III 
– in memory of 

Daniel Woodhead Jr. 
and Ellen Noyes
Chadwick Woodhead

Susan Woody
David Woolley
Anonymous
Anonymous

*OLHSI Trustees
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Perennial
Plant Sale
Fundraiser

To benefit the Old Lyme Historical Society building fund –
proceeds will be used to refurbish the building 

and provide handicapped access.
Beautiful perennial plants donated by Matthew and Martin Griswold of Judge’s Farm

will be offered for sale, along with advice on Fall plantings.

Saturday, October 4, 2014

10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Old Lyme Historical Society

55 Lyme Street, Old Lyme

    


